TAP UPDATE by TOM EDISON

Welcome back! T hope you all enjoyed your summer vacation
I'know I sure did! T am pleased to report that thanks to the !le;l[-!
and_::uprwrl of some of our readers, TAP will NOT fold! 111111
I still personally feel that most of you reatim's;;just a bunch
of apathetic, lazy bastards but at least 3 few of you have shown
that you do give a damn about the future of TAD] I have r-:;.teiued
A number of very supportive letters which did much o boost the
low moral at the TAP office. Offers nf help came {from as far
away as Seattle, Washington but as usual, NYC area readers
sal on their fat asses and did nothing, While I'm glad Lhr-zt the
r1'15?11::- o some of our better readers is sufficient efluugh to keep
F'AP going, I'm saddened to have to report that our readership
has fallen. Between issues 43 & 44, we lost 238 subse rib-er"I
I find it hard to helieve that everyone of our sutﬂr-r*rjhérs rt:-;ld
not get at least one partner in crime to sub to TAF] -I'.t‘ TJ";P had
a million subscribers, the loss of 238 readers .

. 8 would be considered
nothing more than flyshit in the Pacifi ' ur |

: flys . acific Ccean, but with ble
little readership, the loss : py ouT fumble

85 of 438 readers is FATAL! 1]

I told you all a long time ago that if we didn't get some new
subscribers soon, I would be forced to increase our ::_w:ul::udr'c:ﬂeq
You responded with a raised middle finger, so EFFECTIVE -
EEI"J.'E!‘JIUL']H_I, 1977, a 10 issue US Bulk sub wﬁll b'l.'-.“'-éib. 0
]:'11‘5[ Class & Canada will be $7, 00 and Foreign will be $8, 00,
Ilm Very sorry to have to hit you in the packetbook but it was
Elﬂ{f’r‘ up the sub rates or fold] YOU forced this action I‘J{.":I' ME]

The TAP T=shirts are selling well, so well in fact T_:."jl.-‘-f'f I'Im *J
n.trr»."_-{f;: out of the Exira Large size, I have a fow large and a
qQuantty of Small and Medium. The Small size has IraIE_':".[ 3-‘-1=‘J’!L well
and as a result, TAP i3 stuck with a 1ot of small size T'*": ‘E!-er“mve
we Aidn't order a large number of shirts, we had to t;u'-' ! .Qu'm_tjit‘?
in ALL sizes, including Small. To help us get rid of tth- :h:1 3 rJL."] '
rj’!_t.’.:]-:!‘.'. S0mée room for the 1978 T-shitrs, the price of all S‘i—’-ﬂs LL
II-‘:'-.h]rt:-J has been reduced to $3. 50 ( which barely *.'“.'WPT"'%.LE:—;-
initial cost plus postagel ). Cum on reade rs l'u'-li. 'tf; U.uL”f Buy
a couple of shirts for your little bastards] | o ’

And while I'm on the subject of TAP T-shirts, lemme tell va
wﬁ* it's time to decide on next yvear's colors. w!'ha_t r‘nl‘::-r;:. :iwy
YOU want? Lemme know, If ] get the usual reader Ts;_*:.p'lnf-'e to
my request, I'll get about 3 letters. Now's vour chance tc‘ft;_'r_*]i.
important in making TAP policy decisions] If T get only 3 letters
amnd £ f them want the same colors, that decides it! I IE.I‘S"“I*"JF;H:J
wauld like to have a red T-shirt with black TAP logo on ‘“m.nrt- "

and back. What do ya want? Lemme know | ST

Phone Company Says It Has Pulled
ThePlugonFree-Call ‘Blue Boxes’

By E 1. DIONNE JR.
The New York Telephons Company  blue hox and finds out withirg seconds
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BETTER LIVING THRU COUATER CONTROL

The

. ﬁf‘ver'ﬂ_lirEH:n ic the moct widely accentod
'md uneful piece of ID for proof of identlity It
e -n -pl-. " .
175 Almost 2 necencity to ovh one because it in the

one piece of I that the porkers and bureaucrnts
vill vwant to cee from you. With alarming frequency
tﬁe forces of state Are using the driver's license
gu aptnﬂl of oppression, Some counter control can
¢«used to thwart the forces of oppreasion and fear
One of the best methods available is to obtnin yuar*

Ariver's license unde
] = r an alias name. Here 1
rrood reasons whys Are vone

irst, the point system on the driver's license
can only ro apninct vou, IPoints arainst vou aré‘
adrled on until some arbitrary total is reached, then
your 1}¢EH3E rets suspended or revohed., Only ihe
bad points are added on - there are no Food baintr
to be made. You ean't vin using your ovn name, Ef
all you can do is get bad points ~nu might as well
have them added on to the Ariving ' record of an alias
and keep your ovn name end record clean,

_ Wecanﬁ: almost every time you get
PlE a radlo check will be done .an you for outstand-
ing wvarrants, unpaid fines and tickets, etc. A Eaﬂ
report back on the radieo check could get -you a toup
of an Amerikan verson of Auschuitz. The }Futﬁnu
cAar check out the validity of the dri?Fr'S-liﬂéﬂhﬂ
puwher by radio, o the license you show the inguis-
1t1ve_rnrker should be real. A real licence under
an alias name ¢an be obtained with na birth certif-
icate at your local Departmertt of llotor Vehicles.

Stopped by a

Thlrd..y?u should never use your address vwhere
you are living on any driver's license - under your
ovn name or an alias. The alddress that ies 1inte:]

sald yesterday that it had won the 18-
year-oid guerrille war with “phone
frezks” who developed Ingenious de-
vices called "blue boxes” which al-
lowed them to make free telephone
calls to sny place In the world

Al & newd conference at COMT LN
headquarters on the Avenus of the
Americas at 424 Sireet, company |nves-
tigators demonstrated how counter
techaplogy could be used ts maks free
oalls 1o anywhere in the direci-dlalable
world They then showed off & product
of their counter-counter technology+—
their ultimate weapon, which they as-

seried would stop the ure of blus boxes
once and for all,

devices are wiually pushbuttion

both the number of the phome being
used for the fraudulent call and the
number 1o which the call is placed.

This informstion is printed out by
a compuler, slong with the time and
tength of the call. The illicit caller is
immediately notified by the company
that hix call hay been diseoversd, that
he will be billed and that he shoyld
slop using the machine,

Improvements Since 1981

The first device of thiy wort wes dls-
covered by phone company officials In
IS61. It was painted bluoe, hence the
aame. Over the years fis technology
has heen developed along with the

on your driver's license is the one that the poalice
creditors, and other hostiles will ro 1o if they éfé
looking for you, Ewven if they aren’'t looking fﬁrl
you now, the future is always uncertain. Have your
license sent to a mail receiving service, or have
a friend put the name you are using on your driver's

licenne on thelr monil box. They ecan take the nama
off alMter the licence vomen,  If Lhe plig sthow L
at their house looking for you, they con say you

moved and then tip you off.

Always use a, safl
address { :

- 'don’'t lead the porkers to your door.

Birth certificates for starting an alias can be

affeirs, often comverted pocket exleuls-

tors, which produce tones exactly  ence, officials displayed several
i P ! ' ¥ &Ll EEnNem-
mund--l the phone company's code tions of blue boxes The early ones

The tones pent through the line
& blue box foo] the mn;f-hn}r'l t.nm;u.f
er into thinking that s toll-Free call
s being made while at the azme time
connecting the callet to desired (and
often far-off) polnts.

According o s spokesman for the

pack of cigareites
or Integrated circuits.

toll-free 8OO

American Trhlphuul and T!lﬁlﬂph
Company, blue boxes cost the natlon- ;?:"tﬂ:ﬁl m:lﬂh:“! "::“Plnr i
wide Bell System $3 million to $10 mil- s As taken plyce

Hom & year.About hall that loss has &1 & comvernation goes on.

been in New York Btate, socord

the spokeamin. ' e
Bul oo longer, the nvestigatlors eald.

Their breakthrough v a detection de-

vice that breaks - through the pree

protective slectronic fog set up by the

tect all known
lele

THE VOICE by Ted Vail

- o bt I . o o e h - | M T T e
Lwoald Lice to stare a new serial =olumn, THE VCOICE,
p kb - g i T oa - Ufnokhimmpsm T
with an errope sorrecticne 1 am Ir2m Washingtzn, D, C.
T T - o = o = o KK o
4 Z=_m [EHinsis, How Tom slipped ~n that is bayond me,

uniess he was thinking <1 my many pen pal iriends in that
stawe, [ would like to receive comments, Hips, and Sther
inte regting infc (like test numbers) relevant tc either area
and in this vein [ would like w pass on two stores that I've
aeard of. They both sell various types <of phenes. The first
is ¢n Lincoln Avernue in Chicage, near Larchmont Avenue,
Lock it (and cthers) up in the C Yellow Pages. The
second is the Georgetown Phone Warehcuse in Georgetown
on (I think) Wisconsin Avenue., Look that up tos.

In this ¢olumn [ wouid Uke to update errors in TAP's back
Issues, correet iailacies, and clarify misconceptions and
rumsrs, ‘The one main difference betwesn ECEN UNCER-
GRCUNT NEWS SERVICE (EUNMS) and TAF, in fzrmat, is thal
letters published in TAP do not have their answers published
there, but in EUNS every putlished letter has 2 published
answer right there. That is probably because EUNS has a staif
of resident experts, right on band, t© answer the questions.

But TAP has {ew experts, and most of those are not right in

or near New York, or else they are unwilling to come in and

be resident experts. Thus, ideas, answers, and such have to
come in and out through Tom, and he is getting tired of being
czlled upon to de and know everything. I am going to try to take
this part of the burden from Tom, and be a "general specialist",
Both questions and answers, as well as quesses and speculations,
will go to me (if and ¥ben Tocm approves) thru Tom. I will try

to connact the questdons and answers, supply some of my own
infe, and publish things of general interest in TAP.

I will be setting up a "coocl™ mailing address so you interested
readers can write directly tc me. This address will be published
as soon as possible in 2 future issue of TAP, I can't quarantee
insmant replies to letters, but [ usuzlly bave time 1o repiy
within a few weexs.

[ have tried w get in touch with "Kilgore Trout” in Canada,
but ['ve been unable t¢c do so, Please get in ouch with me,
"Kilgore®! I think that the military Blue Boxes of issue 37,
the Generals' phones with the special butions mentoned in
issue 39 by Biil Moorefield, and the control frequencies
described by Deprave in issue 43 are all the same things, and
1 think I know how to get those tznes!| A remark by "Kilgare”
to the effect that "if | cen hear them going out, the equipment
can provably hear any beeps that 1 make" gave me the clue.

Now hear this ; Al you TAPpers who want w0 help us cut should
mobilize your cassetie iape recorders-check the tape (get the
highest quality you <an afford-one cassette should be enough)
and make sure the batteries are good-and rig the mic input

S0 you can tape off of a phone line, This should be done by all
people who micht have access to the military system, especially
thosa who =an talk to a {riend at the military switchboard, Start
the recorder and have your [riend play the tones or-you, and
try to find out which tore is "flash", "priority", cr whatever,
With the tone= down on tape, they cap be "decoded”, that is,
thoir frequency or the frequency of the two component tones
can oe determined. This will also work with the regular mic,
just get into a room with the special pnore or swilchboard,

1'I think it's reasonable toc assume that the special beeps can be
heard in the handse:'s earphcene, sc I'll recommend that you
hold the mic uc i earphone of the telephone, 2nd press

the special buttons cne at a ume, dnnouncing to e recorder

the name of each button, If you don't dial any numbers, I
don't think anyona's calls would be interrupled. After you get
the recordings, play them back {2 make sure you got the tones
down., Give the cassette to a iriend who bas a Irequency counter

~r sigqmal generators (for trizl and error) unless you yourseif
can determine the frequencies. ] would like Lo know what happens
when dual frequencies are fed intc a irequency couner, I would
like ts give vou Some Ups on these military systems. First,
remember that even the regular numbers on Dedense tzuch tone
pads are different irequencies. [ want Scme g Jenerois

TAPper 1o attend 2 Defense Dept. surplus sale spipicX up s

D, =f D. surplus tocuch ane phore (they <an De gotlan irom

sther places that got them second or third 2and of D,
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by TOM EDISON

I'he above figure, slighty modilied, is a familiar sight to

all ]‘_]‘{L‘ area readers, It's Con Edison's legoe, I'm not going
t Bitch here about what o truly shitty ulii]t.;;-' it is, I d:wrlu.’-t h:lve
to, If you're unfortunate encugh to be "serviced" by the Cen
¥you know it first hand, Arngd if vou're lucky enough -lf_ﬁ live F.'I;:E!'
where, you've read all about the now infamous .'|:u]y 13 l‘:':l'.-";’
blackont, A Con Ed spokesman said that Con Ed was u:m best

rin ulidity in the nation,

in the country be the judae

company 5. At yesterday's news confer.

were bulky vacuum-tubs model

three times the size of » mu:zr.?uh:
latest modets are about the size of i
and using transitors

The com anye e new anti-blue
hox uvictﬂoﬂm by Bell Labo-
retories in Naw Jaragy lnj' now In iiew
in other parts of the country—will de
of blue boxes,
end can tracey ¢ B even W coln-

o

. "Il let those of you who sweltered in
the darkness {or 25 hours and ray the highest electric rates |
. : 2 of this asinine statementl

The point that T want tomake vou aware of is that if ever

bought on the black market.
"do it yourself"™,

16681 Evergreen Circle,

AGENT MDA

Most of the models work through
or 335 numbers. Somae
work on the receiving end, sending off

Icat-
vy

@ Youth Hot Line Reports, Inc,
out to Youth Hot Line Reports, PLEASE|

with all credits, Please send us a copy

can be made at home via
or instruction for obtaining
documents are available for a price from Eden

Press,

Fountaln Valley, CA 92708,

1877 = Do'not make checks
Movement grou
may reprint without permission if TADP's address is ggivenps

of reprinted work,

WARNING: We will prosecute copyright viglators.
Surpius szles - D want to knorw the mailing sdaresses ~f these
_-_;*_r'_‘_'_'-__] and Sorey wraund XitE e pnen 3T s O | s GM
b L . Fl—~—— - . bl LS {_ e ——--I-LW._:thEj-LL LETTER FR
s4 LpeZs ou take CopItus nodwes on the aleciricz] conreciicrs-
JUST noae 2t up 2nd Teep) 9 find Sut ke fregquencies f e numbers.
Knowing how the "grid” is set up will allow ;1 9 even mors Dear TAF,

vlever TAPpers 1o deduce 2ne 1one ~f szch of the snerials
vecause it's safe 1o assume thet they derive the exiras by mddin
one new lone to mix with e 208 ones. If you know F,I'.}'Li'.‘.'...",.’_,l
about the way touch tone pads are setup, vou'll see what I mean,
Cnacivilian T, T, pad, -the "A B C &£ DY buttons are ron-
existent, but the inductor in the 2ircuit has a tap that can be used
0 generate wme four new tones. All the butions in 2 given row
or column share 2ne tone and differ because they have the
seccnd wne different; for instance, tone 2 of the civil mad is
710 Hz, The sounds for 4, 5, 3, 2nd B all contain 770 Hz mixed
with something else. Thus, 1o 2dd 2 new group of 4 buttons,
they need only add the one tone which would then be common
to all buttons in that row or column, Toget A B C & D, Bell
adced a new high tone, 1433 Hz, and mixed it wilh the oid low
tones 1 2 3 & 4 (which are 297, 770, 852, and 941 Hzf to get
A B C & D respectively. Now we can't hope to count on the goad
formne ol some mameless TAPper o "acquire™ a 18 button
miliiary phone, so we'll have 1o make do with acquiring a 12
button one. By determining all the tores( 1,2,3,4,5,8, ard 7}
used on the 12 button one, we'll nhave sne of the two tores used
in each of the special buttcns, And for a special oonus, the

iha

unimown one is the ¢gne common to all fourl A little trizl and

error on one of the new, still uncnown but tape recorded tones
sbhould yield a pretty close approximaticn of the unknown tone
commen to all four specizl buttens, When that is known, and
the tenes for the norizental rows are known, they can be mixed
and compared witk the recorded DF recorded tone far checking.
Once we know these various combinations, the sky's the limit]
But wouldn't we have to ge: a connection between the military
and civilian phone systems? I don't think that they are normally
connected at the low level because the touch tones are different
on the teleptione units, But does the military system use the same
long distance lines as the civilian phone system?If 5o, we're
lucky. It was a remarkable stroke of luck and ingenaity on our
(phreak's) part, plus 2 remarkable dumkb blunder -n Bell's
part, that put the long distance Blue Box tones in cur hands
in the first place. Don't expect that tc happen 2qain, especially
not with the military system. But if they share the sare long
dists.nge circuits and i we can decode the military tones, we're
home Ireel| Another crushing TAP victory! WOW ! Let's get
moving| | |

THEY SAW THE LIGHT

—and they heard the meszage . Hardenaurgh, so now
half of the Catskiil Liwn's res:dents have been ordained
minusters :n the Universal Life Church, a sect where
holv orders can i had for the asking.

 What caused the people ~f Hardenburgh to get
reiglon willa Lheir tax bills, whick soared a3 large
chamk® <ol prime-real esiate were bought up by tax-
exempt Zen Buoddhists, Tibetan monks and other exotic
ereeds, Il we can't Deat 'em, Hardenburghers ressonad,
we Ll Jren em.

We dont know whether the hard-cved revenue
collectors wil buy the mnsterial i, But the peopie
of Hardefburph deserve o have their rescurcefuiness
rommemeratad somewnere—perfnaps 0 that Ureat Tax
Lecpho'e in the Sky.

ALERT

Tust ~ame 2cross a very interesting and amusing exzmple

the ‘alnerzbility (5o they say) of cur public utilites which
.ay be =f inrerest to ye Zlae readers.

1 pave neen battling Con Edison for some astrencmical bills
they sen: me when [ first moved intw my aparbment. I live zlone
and I know of some small manufacwring businesses who pay
less for electricity than the Con was asking from me. I went
through the usual jazz of asking them o check their records,
sheir meters, their sanity, ete., 2l to noavail, I came up
with Bn interesting sclution; I simply didn't pay the cvercharges.
For a while tney didn't react. Thern they sent me a turnoff
notice, stating that unless I paid by such-ard-such date, they
would turn off my lights. CK, [ wrote to the Public Service
Commission, and Con Edison got off my case for a while,

Then the Public, you should pardon the expression, "Service”
Commission sent me a form letter which totally ignored what

I had written. My countersttack was to ignor them. Con Edison
sent me another turnoff notice with 2 very specific turnoff date.
[ tock a deep breath and ignored the notice, while promptly
paying my current bill, Wonder of wonders, the turnoff date
came and went, and the electricity was still on. Next month's
bill said that, "a turncif nctice is still in effect™ and threatened
action if the entire bill was not paid "promptly™, whatever
that means., Now things settled into a pattern. Every three
months they gave me a specific date and inbetween they said
that the notice was still in effect. Later on they also asked

for a deposit - which, of course, I never paid. At no time

did my lights even flicker.

This went on for over a year. Cna day [gothome to find a
telephone message on my answering system to call Con Edison
about my bill. The same day I got my latest bill from them,
There was no mention of the past due balance for the first time

in four years, However, the bill was marked "final bill" ana

zs for much less than a #ull month, Whoops, I figured, they're
anally gonna do itl I called the next day, expecting fire 2nd
brimestone. Instead all [ get was a bland inguiry as to when
1 was planning to pay the back bill. I refered the gal pack to
the Public Service Commission, telling her I was awaiting
further word from them. She said, "CK, please get what ycu
need Irom them soon So we can resolve the matter, ™ Oh, by
the way, I said, what does this "final bill" jazz mean? Well,
she says, you just moved, didn't you? If you consider four
years ago as "just moveq", yes. There is dead silence on the
phone for a few seconds before she asks me if [ was planning
o move soon. No. Well then it's good you called, she says,
hecause the clucks had a record that [ had or was about to
move. | asked how this could happen, and she sheepishly
admitted that all public utllities are vulnerable to prank phone
calls. They make no effort to check up on the validity of any
phone calls they get. If someone calls and claims he's Tom

Ediscn, and he's moving osut to Alaska tomorrow morning,

your, sir, will have no electricity lomorrow morningl Or

perbaps you simply won't be billed for electricity beyond
torcrrow morning. [ haven't quite figured that one out yet.
The final piece of the action reached me last week, Igota
bill from Con Edison, again for 2 partial month, but this time
with a new account mumber, and again with no mention of the
past due balance, In the same mail I gota letwer from Con
Edison, weleomming me as & new customer!
I have no idea who my benefactor is, or if it was simply

a buman errcr at Con Edison, but the whole matter does raise

some very interesting possibilities as 1o bow to deal - or not

dezl - with public utilities.

= e

The Answer Man

DEATH AND TAXES

Wivian Erliema «be ioen most of her hile Nghtng ihe 18-
iermal Reveme Service, said repesledly the anls wiv Ihe gy
Ermmeeni woid colled i Lanel Jrom REf would be over my dest
oy "

Thai iewsiy wcrman deed bast year knd T jusi jend thal i
ImS coikesied S263.000 Trorr Rer eoale n DR daxes Doy Ling

BigEesi anvibing o yos /

Since the Supreme Court vs Hampten decision in April 1976,

the porkers
convietion,

when the pigs overtly manipulated the person
A crime and provide

are breaking the law with impunity to get a
Juries are turning in guilty convictions even

! into committing

the material for the crime,

If the pigs

want to put you away they will try to arrange it.

What this means is that

there is no more defens

e of entrapment!

it is also very hard to spot an undercover agent when their
committing the crime themselves or trying to aid one into

happenning. We know for sure that the
drugs, stolen merchandige, sex,
boxes with you,

pigs can

The Supreme Porkers have given

and do provide

and even build blue and hlack

their local

pig buddies permiesion to be vendors of anything illegal.

Also, a pig does not have to say he's a pig when he's under-

cover,

fou don’t expect him/her to blow his cover do you?

Asking a pig if he's a pig does ABSOLUTELY no good,

Porkers are playing dirtier in some area's than
on the alert for their new tacties. The best wa
with a pig is to meet as many of a person's frie
A5 you can before taking him into vour confidenc
listen to your instinets. Instinets are a survi
and will seldom advise you wrong. I you intult
there's something wrong about

finger on it - don't deal with them. Stay Free.

Internal Security

there wae a time to jump your electric meter, THAT WAS ITI

With the Juice off for !

selective locting, vou had more than enough time
most undelectable famper circuil, The Gl1f}’ thing
about is that we didn't get a b] S

nothing would have

pray for ancther aect of Gad?

Juice Thefts
Squeezed Out

Amnng the ironic casaalties of the
power  lailure veslerday war  an
erganieed  crackdown  against  eler.
tricily thefls which Con Edizon offi
ctals and HBronx District  Atterney

Mario Merola were scheduled lo an-
poures Al 11 &m.

Merols was lo aonounce Lhe ar.
resls of 13 small businestmen wha
sllegedly ripped off Can Ed for L
000 by tampering with their eleciric
| melers; and the ulility was 1o tell the

public that it- &as Increasing its
Property preleclion force wilh a spe-
tlal unit for calehing meter cheata.

Those arrested were (o be tharged

with a misdemeanor — thelt of serv
hces,

“The prexs conference has been
cxnceled until next week™ 3 Epokes.
min for Merola sald "It would be
grosaly lnlplplﬂprlllt lo lock up peo
ple for tlea l:: wer frem Con Ed
in the middle e power [allure”

<o hours and after you'd done all of your

— . . ackout in Mo J-'E']"E{[}-’ for a fewr

cursh I'm wiring my home for a 240 volt air eonditioner and
. ] :_lTj-,,,l'.ﬁrJ me -.:'r-lf-'-';.‘.!'_"-'r* ]fJ.lE'lﬂl.lI‘F U"_'tf!_ﬂ t_:'_:: {:"_-:l]']_]"_lll_':'lf_"t :
my Lne to the power line BEFCORE the meter! Maybe I can

to build the
that I'm sorry

in others. Be
¥y not to deal

nds and family
e, Ahove all

val mechanism

ively feel

someone, but can't put your

Committeo

g

1 Thought He Was On Qur Side

While spokesmen for Con Edison continue to explain away their company's responsibility for

the blrckout, Charles Luce, chatrman of the utility company, offered
“It appears It was an act of God.”

Published for informational purposes only by Youth Hot Line Reports, Ine

Address all mail and checks te:

the definilive explanation:

TAP, ROOM 418,152 W.42 ST, NY 10036

BLLY RATE
L. S. POSTAGE

PAID

PLEMIT Mo, 3
KLASREY, N, ).

Downloaded from www.artofhacking.com

READERS

Dear TAF,

The Post Office has been using 2 printer's ok formaletics
for years 'o cancel samps. It is a compositiza of linseed
~ii and cartcon-olack. The linseed cil base c&n be stierned
oy any of the standard paint remover formuolaticas and
washed out with gascoline, turpentine, etc,, bur the wery
finely dispersed carpon particles (sodt) are really in there
for good; I've never peen able Lo wash therm sut, ama [ say
"out" because they penélratwe inte the intersuces of ke
paper and seem 10 lock there. If you have ever tried to
bleach out newspaper print which is the same generzl kird
of ink, you'll know what [ mean, If you want ic experiment,
start cut with newspapers, they're easier W come Ty than
postage stamps, But remember, if you de much blezching,
vou'll bleach cut the more fragile inks in the sl@amps.

So, obvicusly, the best thing Lo do is to keep the irk Zut
of the stamp in the first place. I'll come back two thatin a
minute. First, though, scme remarks about the
new Post Cifice ink (or should we say the new "Postal
Service, Ine"7).

We don't seem to have it yet cut here in the West, but our
mail from the East i3 now coming thru with a red cclzrec
cancellation ink. A few tests with home chemistry and we
discover that the new ing is far more fragie than the bold
stuff and has real possibilities. But it bas some difficulties
atrached to it too. Firstof all, wurn on your psychedellc
black light and look at it under ultra-violst light. WCWI
It lights up just like your pcsters. This is a clue. CLUZ, -
Don't forget it. While you're admiring the cancelation inx,
{incidenwuaily, the identical ink seems to beé used in metered
postal imprints), note something else. They've been telling
us that the stamps all have fluorescent in them for detection
by postal cancellation macaines and that's why ycu can't
make color Xercx copies of them and get away with it. Well,
do you see any evidence of flucrescencg in the stamp itseli?
Neither do 1. But take a look at a Canadian stamp. Beth.
edges are coated with 2 invisible fluorescen: material that
lights up like a searchlight when UV hits it. It glows in
bright yellow. Now I dcn't know that US stamps are not UV
coded, but I don't see any evidence under any of my smndarc
black light bulbs, This doesn't prove that there-isn‘t some-
thing there that'll saine under some other wavelencta of
excitation, suct as from an argon bulb or a filtered arc
lamp, but it is my guess that we are being led on.

This fluorescent ink being used tc cancel stamps, the new
stuff, turns out to be highly soluble in aleshz], It wasnes

right off in iscpropyl (rubbing) aiconcl., BUT, aiter you
wash it off, take a look under UV light. [t shines zll over.
Even the back of the stamp shines cut. The stuff is vloody
persistent, even wten sc dilute that you can't see ar; wazle
of it at all under the naked eye in normal lltminstion,
What can you do about that? Well, a litde bome chemistoy
to the rescue again, A dilute solution of ligquid tleacs seems=
to wipe it cut easily without being s strong as to bleacn zut
the stamp. This seems towork. It's a gocd idea o neuiral-
ize the bleach with a little vinegar alterwarces S5 e suamp
will still be in good corditicn for its next trip. But =g fest
#ay to solve the problem is 1o prowect the stamp wilZ a
little shot of clear lacquer or, if you baven'tjor thaz, wiln
scme white glue /See TAP #3387, 3But the glue isn' watar-
proci like the lacquer and some of the red kind = in« Jelin-
itely scaks into it so you have to waica ocut 2T Wis.

f-r thi The

glue works great with the black ink however, When ' 7u srak
the stamp, the jlue peels richt 2ff, Scotch ape is periec:
either way. Use the Magi® kind which has a3 =auch surfacs
which takes a cancellaticn teautifull: and dresp't show up
well, Hint: Try smearing the stamp and envelope with de‘er-
gent { laundry typa ). It has a white Jucrescent dye i it “ha:
masks residual rec dye,

o

Juice

Editor's n-te: Wow! Now that's what [ call 3 vell d-re rep r-
1he Establishment and granamsther - types micnt sz Wha!
shame bhe uses bis intelligence that way, We say Fo2K the
Establishment|
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